
The Do's and Don'ts of Chinese Superstitions: 

( � 

Do:                                    
• Hang a dead cat in a tree: Dead cats are supposed to be hung from trees, though a glance at trees in 

Taiwan suggests that either Taiwan's cats are now immortal, or this practice has died out. • : 

 

• Burn money, and cars and houses, and refrigerators....: Everything your dearly departed might require in 

the afterlife, from bank notes to VCRs is available in paper form, suitable for burning. 

 •

 

Don't : 

• Pick up a red envelope full of cash lying on the street: It's a preliminary gift for a "ghost marriage" in which 

a living person is married to a spirit. If you keep the money, you have to keep the supernatural spouse 

that comes with it. 

• Marry a woman with a line all the way across her palm: She'll be the likely cause of a future fatal accident 

(fatal to you, that is). 

• Point at the moon; it will cut your ear. •  

• Pick up female hitchhikers late at night on mountain roads; they could well be a ghost. •

 

• Whistle in the dark: It's a good way to attract ghosts. •  

• Swim during ghost month: A jealous ghost might drag you under. •

 

• Place your shoes together too neatly: A passing ghost might be tempted to step into them. 

•  

• Read a book near gamblers: "Book- is a homonym for "to lose". • ” ” 

• Give anyone a clock: A homonym for "sending someone off" at a funeral. •

 

• Take an infant out at night with his head uncovered: An infants "soft spot" is actually a third eye which lets 

him see ghosts. He might not recover from the trauma. • : 

 

• Don't gamble near a monk: "Baldness” can also mean to "get cleaned out." • : 

 


