How Do Taiwanese Parents Go About Giving Their Baby A Name?
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Under Western influence, many Taiwanese parents not only give their baby a Chinese name but
also an English one. The English name is often chosen before the baby is born. On the contrary,
Taiwanese parents spend a long time choosing their child’s Chinese name, because it is believed
that a person’s Chinese name determines his/her future and destiny.
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A typical Chinese name has three words, the first character being the family name, and a given
name with at most two syllables/ characters: one character indicates the personal name and the
other shows the child’s generation order within the family. Therefore, it is possible for the relatives to
know the relationships between the families by just looking at their name.
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When naming a child, parents have to take into consideration the newborn baby’s Eight Characters
(= BaZi), four pairs of numbers indicating the year, month, day and hour of birth, and also the
basic Five Principal Elements (= = Wu Xing): metal, wood, water, fire and earth.
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If a baby’s Eight Characters show he/she lacks water, for example, then the name needs to contain
a word like river, lake \tide , sea, stream, rain or any word associated with water. If he/ she lacks
metal, then the name ought to include a word like gold, silver ,iron or steel.

R FLYN LIRS SR ol o BRI IR B QRO - - WY 3 R PyPRL
O] %EJEWEJ"EEL o YN Pu/phiRE o EVe 3 HE A TS ﬁé’ L & MEE R

Another factor to take into account is the total number of strokes of a name because it also has a
lot to do with the baby’s fate.
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Traditionally a nickname will be used until the family comes up with a formal Chinese name.
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It has to sound beautiful as well.
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As you can see, it is quite a task to come up with two desirable characters for a baby’s given
name; matching the time the baby was born, the elements, the strokes, and the beautiful sound of
the characters!
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